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SUMMER WORK 
A.P.® Studio Art: DRAWING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AP DRAWING 
SUMMER WORK ASSIGNMENTS 

 

All work must be high quality and completed when presented on the first day of school 
(Thursday, August 16th).  There should be an overall appearance of refined technique and solid 
application of skills.  Each piece of work must reflect the development of visual perception and 
mature, creative ideas.   These pieces will count as your first 6 grades (5 projects and 1 homework) of 
1st quarter.  We will have a series of group critiques for the summer projects shortly after school 
starts.  
 

 
Warning!  Summer work is an absolute requirement of the course.  Failure to produce high-quality 
works can and will result in a student being removed from the class.    
 

 

No work may be copied from a published photograph.  This is against all copyright laws!  This is 

prohibited not only in class, but also by the College Board and any art show or competition you will 
enter.  You may use your own photos as a reference for your artwork only if necessary. 
 

 
 
 
REQUIREMENTS:  All works must be created from direct-observation with the exception 

of the Unusual Self-Portrait Project.  All summer projects must be photo-realistic! 
 

A.P. Drawing– 5 art projects + Sketchbook (Summer Homework)    
3 Black & White pieces- at least one wet media    
2 Color pieces – at least one wet media      
 

 Min. size 8" x 10", Max. size 18" x 24" 

 Demonstrate good composition.  All parts must work together and be relevant to the 
composition. 

 Demonstrate excellent drawing technique (accurate proportions, gradation, appropriate 
mark-making, color harmony, depiction). 

 Use a complete range of values from the darkest to the lightest value with transitional tones 
in between the 2 extreme values.  

 Homework #1 (Sketchbook) – A requirement for A.P. summer work and should be completed 
prior to starting your summer projects!  

 

 
 
VISUAL PERCEPTION: How you see objects and represent those same objects in art works.  

The realistic drawing of these things is the foremost scale of evaluation of perceptual development. 
The best way to perform in this phase is to look at the objects as a reference for shadows, textures, 
shapes, and other characteristics of that object.  Accuracy is absolutely essential.  The greatest 
mistake is to try to generalize or memorize these characteristics, like a caricature.  Most summer 
work will be developed from direct observation of the subject.  
 
 



 
 
MEDIA AND MATERIALS: 
 In general, better quality art supplies are more expensive.  If possible, please purchase higher 
quality (but not necessarily the best) art materials.  Please use a good quality drawing paper or 
canvas surface with gesso such as canvas board, canvas paper, or a stretched canvas.  You will 
need to purchase some of your own paints and brushes.  I can provide you will some supplies for any 
figure drawing classes you take this summer. Check the weekly Hobby Lobby and Michael's flyers-
they almost always have coupons for up to 40% off supplies. 
   
Dry Media: graphite pencil, marker or felt tip pen, charcoal, chalk pastel/Nupastel, oil pastel, 

         colored pencil, conte crayon (the last 2 can be thinned with turpenoid) 
Wet Media: watercolor, India Ink, acrylic paint, oil paint (recommended only if you have previous 
          Experience or taking an oil painting class). 
 
 
Please remember to e-mail me if you have any questions.  I will check my e-mail periodically 
throughout the summer. I also recommend that you get together with your future classmates 
and critique each other's work.  This can help you get through any periods of "artist's block" 
you may experience.  Also, continue working in your sketchbook beyond the basic 
requirment! 
 

Have a wonderful and productive summer! 

Mrs. Gauer 
Stephanie.gauer@lakotaonline.com 

 

 
* Check out the College Board's web site for AP Art examples and portfolio explanations: 
http:\\apcentral.collegeboard.com.  Samples of student artworks are linked to exam questions.  This 
will be your best resource this summer if you want to see what other AP Art student have created in 
the past. 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, July 4th– 3 Finished Projects 
* Sketchbook is considered homework and should be completed prior to starting any of the projects. 

Email pictures to Mrs. Gauer 

Stephanie.Gauer@lakotaonline.com 

 

 
 

mailto:Stephanie.gauer@lakotaonline.com
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Supply List 
 

Due to low art fees, supplies are limited.  You will be responsible for much of your supplies.  Consider this an early 

investment in supplies you will possibly be purchasing next year in college! 
 

Supplies Provided for you:   

 SURFACES: Wide variety of paper (ex. vellum, charcoal, pastel, drawing), illustration board, matting supplies (mat cutter, mat board), 

watercolor paper, canvas board, and a variety of media to try out. 

 Mat Board and matting supplies! 
 

MUST HAVES:   

 ART BINDER & DIVIDERS (Due the first week of school): 3 Ring/1.5"Binder will be a place to put all your paper work, 
thumbnail sheets, and artwork log sheets!  Tabs should be labeled - Calendar, Inventory/Projects, Handouts, Thumbnails, 
Colleges/Competitions 

 SKETCHBOOK (9” x 12” or larger, 50 – 100 pages) – Make sure you get a sketchbook and not a drawing pad (more $$$$).  Spiral 
bound sketchbooks tend to last longer.  You may use an existing sketchbook as long as it has plenty of pages left.   

 ART PORTFOLIO-Must have a 24 x 36 (min. size) inexpensive hardcover or canvas portfolio (shoulder straps are helpful!) 

 DRAWING PAPER and or NEWSPRINT PAD (only if you’re taking a Figure Drawing Summer Class) – 18” x 24”. Strathmore is a 
good brand.   

 DRAWING BOARD (no larger than your portfolio) – You can make your own with a piece of smooth plywood and two large clips! 

 DRAWING PENCILS – At least purchase 4H, 3B, 6B pencils but feel free to get a larger set if needed. 

 Memory Stick/Flash Drive (at least 8GB or larger) – You will use this to store digital images of references and your artwork!  
 

Purchase these MATERIALS based on your personal preferences and needs… 

 Nupastel color sticks (min. set of 24) 

 Good Pen for sketching and pen & ink drawings 

 Vine Charcoal – figure drawing class 

 Charcoal sticks – figure drawing class 

 Oil Pastels (Brands - Expressionist, Rembrandt, VanGogh, Winsor Newton) 

 PAINT – Acrylic (Utrecht or Liquitex), watercolors (Winsor Newton or Van Gogh sets), India ink (1 bottle), colored inks (set), or oil 
(Winsor Newton, I urge you to take an introduction to oil painting class before you attempt oils…very EXPENSIVE!) 

 Variety of Brushes (make sure you match the right brush with the right paint) 

 Pallete - White plastic = watercolors, Styrofoam plates/disposable plastic food containers = acrylics, glass = oils 

 Prismacolor colored pencils (min. set of 24) – feel free to get a larger set if you really like colored pencils. 

 Watercolor pencils (min. set of 24) – Derwert Inktense work really well. 

 To make your tools/materials easier to store & transport – purchase a tackle box/tool box.  Don’t buy the art bins – too expensive!   
 

Consider Buying For Your Summer Projects:  I will provide you with a sample of surfaces at the 
summer meeting so you may not need to purchase any other art surfaces. 

Painting Surfaces - various sizes (Pre-stretched canvas, plywood, watercolor paper, canvas board, 
      canvas paper) 

Papers for drawing- Charcoal (colors!), Watercolor paper (try various weights), paper with various 
                                textures (non-traditional surfaces) Good brands: Strathmore, Arches, Canson. 

Materials and Supplies that interest you! 

 
$ ART SUPPLY COMPANYIES $ 

 

Local Art Stores: United Art and Education, Hobby Lobby, and Michaels. 

 

Painting & Drawing Supplies: 
UTRECHT ART SUPPLIES     DANIEL SMITH COMPANY OF SEATTLE 

1-800-223-9132     1-800-426-6740 

www.Utrecht.com 

       AMAZON – Especially if you’re a PRIME member (Free 2-day shipping)! 

"Everything" Suppliers: 
SAX ARTS & CRAFTS     DICK BLICK ART MATERIALS 

1-800-558-6696     1-800-828-4548 

www.saxarts.com    www.dickblick.com 

http://www.utrecht.com/
http://www.saxarts.com/
http://www.dickblick.com/


Sketchbook: Summer Homework (Completed before projects) 
A sketchbook is a journey, not a destination! 

             

Sketchbook work created by - Wayne Jiang 
 

 Sketchbooks are an amazing opportunity to draw, visualize, write, thumbnail, or fill countless hours doodling and 
relaxing.  Part of the problem with sketchbooks is that some artists see them as the enemy.  They are white pages that 
command a perfect image.  Consider using your sketchbook as an extension of your personality as well as continuing to 
improve your artistic skills.  Remember your sketchbook is a tool to better yourself and not viewed solely as a grade. 
 

Directions:  Using the list below to prepare pages in your sketchbook using your own individual flare.  You will 

be graded on the completed steps, your inventiveness, and craftsmanship.  Each page cannot be “used” and 
hopefully the white page syndrome of the sketchbook will fall by the wayside.  Remember - you are not creating 
finished works but creating interesting surfaces to draw onto later. 

Check out Wayne Jiang’s paintings and SKETCHBOOKS! 
http://www.waynejiang.com/sketchbooks/index.html 

Number your pages!!!!!!!! 
 P.1 Create a two color wash. 
 P.2 Collage magazine/newspaper text on the page and wash over the page to subdue the text. 
 P.3 Scribble on the page with a pencil(s); blend areas with a paper towel to create different values. 
 P.4 Create a one color wash on the page. 
 P.5 Cut squares out of the page. 
 P.6 Draw a childlike drawing on the page and paint over it. 
 P.7 Create a repetitive pattern on the page using a geometric shape. 
 P.8 Find a simple object and cover the page with simple contour drawings of it. 
 P.9 Paint the entire page with a muted color.   
 P.10 Create texture on the page with paint by lifting up paint with a paper towel. 
 P.11 Create a negative space painting with a wash…look at a figure or simple object. 
 P.12 Cover the page with writing about your first day of school as a senior or your summer. 
 P.13 Collage random magazine images on the page.  Think about how the images interact with each 

      other. 
 P.14 Cut out strips of colored paper and glue to the surface. 
 P.15 Doodle on the page with a pen. 
 P.16 Trade books and have another student or friend treat the surface of a page. 
 P.17 Tear a blank page out of your sketchbook and re-collage onto the page. 
 P.18 Find a leaf outside.  Represent the leaf in some way on the page. 
 P.19 Use an untraditional drawing or painting media and fill the page with it.  Be creative! 
 P.20 – P.24 Prep 5 pages any way that you would like. 
 P.25 Cover 30% - 50% of the page with blind contour drawings of an object or yourself! 

 

 
 

CONSIDER THIS - Pages should not be overwhelming.  Be neat, use good craftsmanship, and beware 
of pages sticking together! 

Created by Nicole Brisco 
 
 
 



SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS 
 

ALWAYS:  Consider your lighting when setting up your subject matter.  Control and create your own light 

source by using a lamp, closing blinds/curtains and turning off the lights.  Stretch shadows across your 

composition to create DRAMA! CONTRAST, CONTRAST, CONTRAST, and more CONTRAST!!!! 

 

 Homework: Sketchbook – Complete the sketchbook homework before starting the summer 

projects.  Additional page attached with instructions! 
 

 PROJECT #1: CHAIR  
Set up a still life using one or more chairs that have open negative spaces (no 
upholstered armchairs or Lazyboys).  Use a strong light source to cast shadows from 
the chair on the wall and floor.  Choose a composition that creates a certain mood or 
atmosphere as well as balance between the actual chair and its shadow.  Try setting up 
your light source to stretch or distort the shadows in interesting ways. 
 

 PROJECT #2: EGGS  
Using a strong light source, arrange some eggs in such a way that allows for 
overlapping shadows and reflected light.  Try arranging the eggs on loosely draped 
fabric, within a clear dish, or among simple kitchen utensils such as a spoon, fork, or 
saucer.  The emphasis is on the use of value to create a realistic sense of form; not 
background items so keep it simple. 

 

 PROJECT #3:  SELF PORTRAIT FROM AN UNUSUAL VIEW 
Emphasize strong emotion or mood and unique compositional arrangement of positive 
and negative space.  Try sitting above or below the mirror/camera you are drawing from 
or even placing it down by your feet for an extremely foreshortened view.  Use a digital 
camera for the extremely unusual viewpoints.  Lighting can be used to create a dramatic 
mood and contrast between highlights and shadow areas.  Other possible solutions 
might include distorting or abstracting your features through the use of a mirror(s) or 

other reflective objects. NO SELFIES!!!!!  DO NOT INCLUDE YOUR PHONE/CAMERA!!!! 
 

 PROJECT #4: DRAPED FABRIC 
Arrange a piece of fabric (shirt, blouse, sheet, blanket, etc.) so as to emphasize folds 
and overlapping of fabric.  The fabric may be hanging, pinned, draped, or knotted.  Use 
a direct light source to create dramatic, high-contrast shadows as well as subtle areas 
of gradated value.  This should be treated as a photo real assignment. Check out 
Claudio Bravo and LeBoul Claude! 
 

 PROJECT #5: SEATED OR RECLINING (Human) FIGURE 

Your subject may come from your Art Academy figure drawing class, figure drawing 
sessions at the Manifest Drawing Center, good friend or family member in a seated or 
reclining position.  Position yourself so that you’ll have a foreshortened view of the 
figure.  Consider negative space and the figure/ground relationship.  The figure should 
be drawn accurately.  You must include 80% of the figure in your drawing.  Mark making 
and value should be used to indicate the mass or weight of the form.  Consider the 
ways that visual weight can be used to create areas of interest and a sense of balance. 

Go for the dramatic! 
 

 
 


